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Tracing the struggle for freedom and civil rights across two centuries, this anthology comprises

speeches by Frederick Douglass, Sojourner Truth, W. E. B. Du Bois, Martin Luther King, Jr., and

other influential figures in the history of African-American culture and politics.The collection begins

with Henry Highland Garnet's 1843 "An Address to the Slaves of the United States of America,"

followed by Jermain Wesley Loguen's "I Am a Fugitive Slave," the famous "Ain't I a Woman?"

speech by Sojourner Truth, and Frederick Douglass's immortal "What, to the Slave, Is the Fourth of

July?" Subsequent orators include John Sweat Rock, John M. Langston, James T. Rapier,

Alexander Crummell, Booker T. Washington, Mary Church Terrell, Ida B. Wells-Barnett, Francis J.

GrimkÃ©, Marcus Garvey, and Mary McLeod Bethune. Martin Luther King, Jr.,'s "I Have a Dream"

speech appears here, along with Malcolm X's "The Ballot or The Bullet," Shirley Chisholm's "The

Black Woman in Contemporary America," "The Constitution: A Living Document" by Thurgood

Marshall, and Barack Obama's "Knox College Commencement Address." Includes two selections

from the Common Core State Standards Initiative: "I Have a Dream" and "What to the Slave is the

Fourth of July."
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Gave these to guests at a get-together I hosted. Great hostess gift too. Give with flowers or wine

when you are invited to a dinner or party in someone's home. Everyone is pleasantly surprised to

receive--not something people might normally purchase.

Always great reading about the Black farthest of Ametica. They are so selectively omitted from

history. Thank you for the inclusion.

Great speech by a great man

Just as described

Makes a great read.

like

This past April I visted Douglas house in Baltimore so I'm glad I read this book and the Narrative of

the life of Frederick Douglass. The guide for the tour of the home was very informative about some

the events in his life.

This is a good, compact book for those interested in a "crash course" on black history and politics.

This collection represents well the issues of slavery and racial inequality, and the African American's

struggle for equal justice and opportunity. I strongly recommend it for those interested in race,

politics, and justice. Some themes of religion are also present throughout. A short volume of this

size cannot possibly do justice to the whole of African American tradition; the selections by women

are few (but present), the representation of slavery and slave issues is very heavy, and arts, culture

and literature is omitted, but speeches do tend to be political and so this book remains true to that

theme. I could see this book being very useful for a course on race and political justice. On the

whole a good read.
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